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extreme emergency? The anti-Soviet policy of National
Socialism seems so much a matter of established doctrine that a
return to the old pro-alliance conception of the Reichswehr
might seem impossible for the Third Reich. But, as I have
frequently indicated, that is not so. The new Thirty Years' War
in which we are engaged may, in spite of its supposed ideological
character, become the war of permanent changes of front. And
it may well be that, sooner or later, Germany will deliberately
seek an alliance with Soviet Russia. And not with any Fascist
"Young Russia," as many German politicians imagine, seeing
in the relations between Stalinism and the monarchist Young
Russian emigre's a logical phase in the development towards a
new Tsarism with which they could treat.
The dividing lines between the various dictatorial ideologies
are, in any case, very indefinite, no more than a matter of
convenience of interpretation. In the spring of 1937, before the
huge crop of executions in the Russian army, a number of
provincial German newspapers were surprisingly busy with
Russian events, which were being interpreted as revealing a
new development of Nationalism in the Bolshevik State, and its
purging of Jewish elements and of doctrinaire revolutionists.
There were full accounts of Stalinist anti-Semitism, and much
was made of the alleged emergence of the authoritarian idea of
a new Tsarism, together with a new Nationalism. I do not
know whether all this was a kite flown by the Propaganda
Ministry or a gamble by other groups. But nobody who has
had any insight into the elasticity of the unscrupulous power-
policy of the regime will have any doubt that a right-about
turn in foreign policy would not be a matter of the slightest
difficulty either for the Propaganda Ministry or for any of the
masters of the completely muzzled German nation.
The continuation of a Russian policy was by no means
unpopular among the National Socialist leaders. Apart from
Rosenberg, there were few prominent members of the party